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In October 2012, First Chris�an Church did the usual 

task of conduc�ng annual planning and working 

together to develop goals for the coming year.   

However, this year was not the usual year.  There 

were a mul�tude of changes in the life of the church 

that stretched our thinking, our rela�onships, and our 

priori�es.  Through careful discernment and 

inten�onal conversa�on (both in a congrega�onal 

mee�ng and through survey ac�vity) it became 

evident that one thing had never changed : our 

commitment to FCC’s 

mission. 
 

Three words of our mission 

call us to ac�on: 

demonstrate, proclaim, 

and provide.  The 

fragmented world where 

we reside needs these gi(s 

more than ever. We must 

con�nue to be deliberate 

in how FCC readies itself to 

deliver on this bold 

mission. While 2012 was a 

year of transi�on, we are 

claiming 2013 will be a year of transforma�on! In 

order to achieve this goal, we are calling on a few 

members of the congrega�on to serve as FCC Ministry 

Liaisons.  Their primary func�on will be to serve as 

our Mission Keepers and our Vision Casters.  They will 

help us ask ques�ons: “Is this task, ac�vity , or 

ministry serving our mission?” “Why are we doing 

things the way we do? Is there a be4er way to 

accomplish our ministry?”  and, above all, “What is God 

calling us to do next?”   
 

We have seen the tangible changes that have been 

lovingly bestowed on us through the gi( of our capital 

campaign: walls brightened and refreshed with paint; 

floors recarpeted and entryways refinished with 

beau�ful vinyl planking; the bap�stery renovated and 

repaired.  In January we will see even more signs of 

transforma�on with new carpe�ng in the sanctuary and 

new signage on Taylor 

and Berryhill entrances.  

What a beau�ful 

example of the 

transforma�on that can 

occur with careful and 

deliberate a4en�on! 
 

Transforma�on  will 

con�nue to unfold as we 

cheerfully celebrate our 

spiritual gi(s side by 

side in accomplishing 

God’s work.  These gi(s 

will be present as we  

look for ways to gather consensus and communicate 

progress in meaningful ways. They will be evidenced as 

we look to the future and to our community to see 

where we need to grow and adapt to meet evolving 

needs.  FCC will transform in challenging and beau�ful 

ways together, because that is part of our mission: 

Demonstrate. Proclaim. Provide.  As we begin the New 

Year, let’s be a part of the transforma�on that God is 

bringing!     Blessings, Pastor Susan Diamond 

First	Christian	Church	(Disciples	of	Christ)		
Montgomery,	Alabama	exists	to	demonstrate	and	proclaim	God’s	joyful,	unconditional	love	and	

to	provide	an	inclusive	environment	of	spiritual	growth	and	nurturing	for	God’s	children.	
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Hi!  My name is Steve Chun.  I was born in Honolulu, Hawaii and had all of 

my schooling there as well.  After graduating from the University of Hawaii, 

I entered the US Air Force and completed a master’s degree in library  

science at Florida State University.  I had my first job as a Librarian with 

Valdosta University and eventually came to Alabama to work at the Air  

University Library here in Montgomery, Alabama where I remained for the 

next 30 years!  I first attended First Christian (Disciples of Christ) in  

Honolulu and now with First Christian Church Montgomery, Alabama.  The 

church has nurtured and encouraged me in Christian growth and as an 

Elder, I hope to share that experience.  I may be contacted at 334-288-

8771 or sbtnet@netzero.net 
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In 2013 the Program Commi4ee on Church Development for the Alabama Northwest Florida Region is excited to sponsor a 

fi(h Region-wide congrega�onal transforma�on event. The theme is “Invited and Invi�ng.” The Friday evening worship  

service on February 8 will feature Dr. William Willimon. The next day, February 9, there will be a variety of workshops to 

help equip par�cipants to be agents of transforma�on in their own congrega�ons.  

 

• “Meet, Greet, and Hit the Streets” (workshop leader, Mickey Johnson) - This workshop will give specific informa�on to 

par�cipants about how to promote the ministries of the congrega�on in the community. Informa�on will also be 

shared about how such a ministry is now affordable to congrega�ons in Alabama-Northwest Florida.  

• “Gossiping the Gospel: Discipling and Invi�ng in a Noisy World” (led by Division of Mission members) Par�cipants will 

learn what Disciples of Christ congrega�ons are doing well in many places and also what does not seem to work as well.  

Par�cipants will be cau�oned against mimicking popular evangelizing techniques of some other denomina�ons.  

• “Extending the Invita�on: Using Your Gi's” (workshop leaders, Fannie Ashley and Rickie Brunner) - Ever feel  

inadequate? Are you unsure about what you can do and where you can fit in to the church’s ministry? Are you reluctant 

to volunteer to do something? This is nothing unusual for members of a congrega�on. There are gi(s and talents that 

everyone has that are ac�vated by the Spirit for the common good of your community of faith. You can’t do everything, 

but you can do something. The trick is discovering what.  

• Whose Church Is It?” (workshop leader, Carl Gebhardt) - This workshop will explore the ideas of church iden�ty and  

personal ownership of its mission. There will be dialogue about the differences between our wri4en defini�ons/mission 

statements and the reali�es in our congrega�ons. It is assumed that all church people present will have something  

posi�ve, hopeful, and challenging to contribute to our common wisdom.  

 

The “Invited and Invi�ng” event will include lunch, fellowship, and worship in addi�on to the workshops. The event will end 

around 2:30 p.m. The cost of registra�on ($25 per person) is covered by FCC. It is impera�ve, however, that we have a list 

of who will a4end so that adequate prepara�ons can be made . The registra�on deadline is February 1, 2013.  

 

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Drury Hotel, 3510 Grandview Pkwy (off Hwy. 280), at a rate of $84.99/night, plus 

tax, for rooms with one king bed, and $89.99/night, plus tax, for rooms with two double beds. An evening recep�on with 

hot food and a deluxe, hot breakfast are included. Also there is an indoor/outdoor pool with hot tub. The block of rooms 

will be held un�l January 8, 2013. Individual reserva�ons may be made by calling 1-800-325-0720 and men�oning the 

group number 2161391 for the “Chris�an Church - Disciples of Christ.” Reserva�ons may also be made on-line at 

www.druryhotels.com and entering the group number 2161391. The local hotel number is 205-967-2450. The fax is  

866-249-0164.  
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All youth of the Region (grades 6-12) are encouraged to 

par�cipate in the annual winter retreat called “Youthtopia” 

on January 25-27, 2013. The retreat will be held at YMCA-

Camp Chandler, near Wetumpka, AL.  For more informa�on 

please see the regional website  at h4p://bit.ly/TvSJnH  

 

Dear Friend,  

I hope that you will come to Youthtopia! It is a very fun event 

and you have a chance to make new friends that will last a 

life	me. At Youthtopia we study the Bible and how to apply 

God's word to our daily lives. We have many fun ac	vi	es 

like games, hiking, and a campfire. I started a'ending 

regional events like Youthtopia when I was in ninth grade. 

My only regret is that I did not start going earlier! It is a 

wonderful event that I think you will really enjoy!  

Sincerely,  

Andrew Butler  

The 2013 Young Adult Winter Retreat will be held at YMCA-

Camp Chandler near Wetumpka, AL, on January 18-20. The 

theme of the retreat is “Discovering Your Spiritual Gi(s.” 

Rev. Beth Thomason, Senior Minister at Madison Chris�an 

Church, will be the retreat leader. The retreat will provide an 

opportunity for fun, fellowship, food, outdoor ac�vi�es, and 

spiritual discovery. All young adults are invited to be a part 

of this event. Because of a generous subsidy from the Re-

gion, young adults may register for this retreat for only $50. 

Registra�on informa�on was included in the November 

Leader’s Packet and may also be found on-line at h4p://

bit.ly/UPeoHf . Please contact John Mobley, Regional  

Minister, if you have ques�ons about the retreat.  
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Super  
Seniors 
Come join us for Super 

Senior Day, January 24 

11:00 am at FCC. Come 

have fun, food and  

fellowship with all your 

friends.  If you don’t have 

a ride to the church on 

this day, please call the 

church or Judy Fralish at 

396-8881. 
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Luke Bible Study  

This year, we will be studying the Gospel of Luke on 

Wednesday nights.  In addi�on to your Bibles, you are 

invited to purchase the study book Luke for Everyone, 

by N.T. Wright for $8, which we will have available  

prior to the class.  Pastor Susan, Sam Colson and Allen 

Dennis will team-teach the class.  Come join us as we 

learn more about the Gospel of Luke together! 

Luke 9:3  

He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no 

bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic.  

Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes 
Psalm 81:1   “Sing for joy to God our strength;”  Thank you 

to the choir and to all who par�cipated in and assisted 

with the Christmas Cantata.  God was surely smiling that 

day!   And thank you also, to all those bringing special mu-

sic during December.  

  

MEN ONLY:  We have several men in our church who love 

to sing.  Here’s an idea with no long term commit-

ment.  What about a men’s choir?  I have a song already 

picked out that was done by a Disciples’ men’s choir in 

Kentucky and we can do it too.  I’m thinking about 4 weeks 

of prac�ce, or less, on Sunday a(ernoon.  Then the men 

will bring Special Music one Sunday.  High School to Older 

Adult guys will be included.  If you are interested in hear-

ing more about this, let us know.  There will be a sign up 

sheet for those interested in pursuing this further. 

  

Bobbie Morris, Music Director 
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Sharing brings joy! The phrase rolls easily off the tongue, but it is no trite cliché! 

Rather, it expresses profound spiritual truths — truths about a loving and caring 

God — truths about a joyous generosity that circles ‘round and dances into and 

through the human experience as we relate to others and to the Holy One! This 

year concludes our Week of Compassion three-part emphasis on this dynamic 

theme. 

 

For 69 years, recipients of Week of Compassion assistance, relief, and support have 

known comfort and joy through your sharing: 

• families displaced by natural disaster or poli�cal unrest rejoice to receive food, 

shelter, and the comfort of a safe place to begin rebuilding their lives; 

• the worried faces of mothers, whose children are threatened by food insecurity 

due to drought and famine, are transformed to deep peace when sustenance 

arrives; 

• a woman who has had to walk miles for potable water for her family smiles as 

she draws water from a clean well near her home; 

• children arrive excitedly for the first day of class at the village’s new school. 

 

We can clearly see that generous sharing brings joy to those who receive.  Gener-

ous giving, prac�ced as a regular spiritual discipline, teaches us about joy.   Sharing 

brings joy to God. We know that God is always in the midst of our joy, but we also 

know that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).   As you make your offer-

ing to Week of Compassion this year on January 27, remember the myriad ways 

your gi(s bring joy — to you as God’s precious child, to all of God’s other cherished 

children, and especially to the Holy One.  May our worship be joyful. May our shar-

ing be delighVully abundant. May God be made glad by our cheerful generosity! 
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January 6th  

Storyteller Judy Ballance 

Greeter Haley Donovan 

January 13  

Storyteller Lexie Ofe 

Greeter Judy Ballance 

January 20  

Storyteller Travis McGough 

Greeter  Judy Ballance 

January 27  

Storyteller Cheryl Cobb 

Greeter Judy Ballance 

Following JesusFollowing JesusFollowing JesusFollowing Jesus    
January 6th Storyteller Tony Thacker 

January 13 Storyteller Kelli Day 

January 20 Storyteller Lisa Day 

January 27 Storyteller Theresa Houser 


